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Washington's first wine grapes were planted at Fort Vancouver by 
the Hudson's Bay Company in 1825.. By 1910, wine grapes were 
growing in many areas of the state., following the path of early 
settlers. French,, German and Italian immigrants pioneered the 
earliest plantings.. Wine historians Ron Irvine and Dr. Walter 
Clore document in their book The Wine Project a continuous and 
connected effort to cultivate wine grapes beginning with those 
early plantings at Fort Vancouver.. Hybrid varieties arrived in 
nurseries in the Puget Sound region as early as 1854, and by 1860 
wine grapes were planted in the Walla Walla Valley.. 
 
The trend for quality wine production started by a few home 
winemakers and visionary farmers has become a respected and 
influential $3 billion plus industry.. Washington wine is 
available in 50 states and more than 40 countries globally. 
Washington ranks second nationally for premium wine 
production and 43,000 acres (17,401 hectares) are planted to 
vinifera grapes.. 
 
Washington's wine future is limitless. As 
consumers discover the quality of 
Washington wines., demand continues to 
grow nationally and internationally, 
increasing Washington’s status as a 
premium viticultural region.. New acreage 
and wine varietals are planted and new 
wineries are opening at a remarkable 
pace. 
 
Washington State. - the perfect climate for wine is the symbiotic 
relationship of ideal growing conditions, quality wines, 
business innovation, lifestyle, and social responsibility.. All 
are key elements of this world-class wine industry. 


